Cootie Catcher (Fortune-Teller) Directions

Dr. Stan Hartzler

Perhaps the first exposure that many students have to origami is the following, used by many sixth-graders to predict how many offspring one will have, which classmate one will marry, etc.   In Illinois, bugs were drawn inside one part of this and used to tease others on the school bus.

1.  Take a square piece of scratch paper; 8.5 ( 8.5 will do nicely.

2.  Fold both diagonals,  and then book-fold 

both top-to-bottom and left-to-right.  This is 

needed to locate the center, and to make 

others steps easier.

3.  Fold all corners to the center (per the

heavy lines).






4.  Turn the whole thing over; fold the new corners into the middle again.

5.  Book-fold the new square left-to right and top-to-bottom again.

One face of your figure has four triangles meeting in the center.  The other side has four squares meeting in the center; these squares will be  tabs shortly, under which you will place fingers to manipulate the catcher.

6.  Lift form off table or other work surface, and place one index finger in the center of the form where the four triangles meet..  With your other hand, push all four corners of the form down around your index finger.  The square tabs on the other side should protrude away from the figure.  

7.  Place four fingers under the tabs and move them systematically to change the exposed inner surfaces. 

