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The human mind seems to be attracted to familiarity and organization
over unfamiliarity and disorganization respectively.  Regarding familiarity, the human mind gives extra attention (or other processing) to what was processed before and then let alone.  Regarding organization, the mind processes not only information but also the organization (internal associations) thereof, making stronger initial processing.  This makes recall easier.  

The effects of organization/schema was demonstrated by Bower and others in 1969 and is easily re-demonstrated by anyone with an audience of 25 or more.  Let half the audience be shown the following collection of terms without organization (A) and the other half with organization (B).  Find a reason to casually discuss these lists; cue no one that there are two kinds of list.  Direct the audience’s attention elsewhere for 20-30 minutes, and then ask them to write what they remember from the lists.  Those with list B will recall more.  
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Organization of information is helpful for students, inherently (for understanding) and to help recall.  Organization schemes thus help in two ways to build domain knowledge for creativity, discovery, critical thinking, and problem-solving.  Teachers should share organizing schemes with students and keep such schemes on display, much as a chemistry classroom is seldom without a Periodic Table.  Students should be encouraged to organize information also, and to attempt to improve schemes supplied by teachers and other sources.

