Problems 234-253 are based on “The World’s Most Incredible Puzzles” and “The World’s Most Baffling Puzzles” by Charles Barry Townsend.

234.  Arrange eight 8’s so that when they are added up they will total 1,000.  

235.  After dinner, three weary travelers ordered a plate of chocolates to be shared equally.  Before the candy arrived, all fell asleep.  The first woke, ate an equal share, and fell back to sleep.  The second then awoke and ate what appeared to be an equal share and promptly went back to sleep. Finally, the third woke and ate what appeared to be an equal share, and then fell asleep again also.


While they slumbered, the waiter removed the dish, which had eight pieces left.  How many pieces were originally brought to the table?

	236.  Four black and four white counters are placed on a puzzle board as shown.  The task is to make these eight pieces change place in exactly ten moves.

The rules?  Black moves down the board and white 

moves up.  All pieces must either move forward to an empty square or jump over one or two counters to get to an empty square.  

237.  In the Clifford family, each daughter has the same number of brothers as she has sisters.  Also, each of the boys has twice as many sisters as he has brothers.  Using this information, figure out how many children there are.


	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	

	
	

	


238.  Farmer Roche had a 16 km2 plot of land as

shown.  He had it fenced in with sixteen 1 km sections 

of fence.  He proposed to divide this plot into four 

smaller plots.  Each plot was to contain four square-

shaped km2 of farmland.  He did this by adding an odd 

number of fence sections within the existing fencing.  

Can you determine where he placed them?

239.  Move two of the segments to new 

positions so that there are four equilateral 

triangles instead of three.  

240.  Arrange 13 three’s to equal 100.

241.  Stack five regular house-builder’s bricks (or same-sized pieces of wood) so that the entire stack can be picked up with one hand only.

242.  What number replaces the question mark?

243.  
Change the H of coins into the O of coins in just five moves.  A move consists of sliding one coin at a time to a new position without disturbing any of the other coins.  When the coin reaches its new position, it must be touching two other coins. 


244.    A builder divided up a 32-acre plot of land into eight building lots and put up a house on each one.  Every lot in his development was exactly the same size and shape.  The problem is that someone stole all the boundary markers from the lots and the estate plans are missing.  Can you help determine where the original boundaries of each lot were?  (The X’s indicate where each house was built.)
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245.   Move two matchsticks so that there are three congruent squares.

246.  Cut a 13 ( 13 grid into eleven squares of differing sizes, though some will be congruent to some of the others.


247.   Change the arrangement

as shown in only four moves, 

each of which consists of moving two adjacent coins 

to any two empty squares.

	248.  Rearrange these numbers in the circles so that no two consecutive numbers will be joined by any one of the lines. 
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249.  How many triangles?


250.  Arrange 16 coins in 15 rows with four coins in each row.

251.  Insert three + signs and one ( sign into 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 so that the result is 100.

252.  In terms of Roman numerals, the equation 

shown is wrong.  Shift one segment so that a true

arithmetic fact appears.

253.  On a playing board (as shown), place ten coins on the indicated squares.  Remove nine coins by jumping one over another as in checkers, but jumping only horizontally or vertically.  To begin, slide one coin to any empty square.  From there, use only jumping moves.
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