More Quotes

The creative act owes little to logic or reason.  In their accounts of the circumstances under which big ideas occurred to them, mathematicians have often mentioned that the inspiration had no relation to the work they happened to be doing.  Sometimes it came while they were traveling, shaving, or thinking about other matters.  The creative process cannot be summoned at will or even cajoled by sacrificial offering.  Indeed, it seems to occur most readily when the mind is relaxed and the imagination roaming freely.





-- Morris Kline 

   Scientific American,  March 1955.

Experimental psychologists like to tell a story about a professor who investigated the ability of chimpanzees to solve problems.  A banana was suspended from the center of the ceiling, at a height that the chimp would not reach by jumping.  The room was bare of all objects except several packing crates placed around the room at random.  The test was to see whether a lady chimp would think of first stacking the crates in the center of the room, and then of climbing on top of the crates to get the banana.

The chimp sat quietly in a corner, watching the psychologist arrange the crates.  She waited patiently until the professor crossed the middle of the room.  When he was directly below the fruit, the chimp suddenly jumped on his shoulder, then leaped into the air and grabbed the banana.   


The moral of this anecdote is: A problem that seems difficult may have a simple, unexpected solution.  In this case the chimp may have been doing no more than following her instincts or past experience, but the point is that the chimp solved the problem in a direct way that the professor had failed to anticipate.




-- Martin Gardner, aHa! Insight

