Catch Questions 

from Mathematical Nuts by Samuel I. Jones

These are questions that are included in the same spirit as the “Catch Questions” from Martin Gardner.  

1.  How many cubic inches of dirt in a hole the dimensions of which are one foot; that is, a cubic foot?

2.  Twenty-one ears of corn are in a hollow stump.  How long will it take a squirrel to carry them all out of it if he carries out three ears a day?

Problems 3-5 should be read aloud to the potential solver, and then the potential solver should be allowed to read.

3.  Two men laid a wager as to which could eat the more oysters; one ate ninety-nine, and the other a hundred and won.  How many did both together eat?

4.  After killing a certain number of cattle, it was found that twenty fore feet remained.  How many head were killed?

5.  A man had twenty sick sheep and six of them died.  How many did he have left? 

6.  On a limb of a tree sat nine birds.  A boy shot three of them.  How many remained?

7.  A cow standing on three feet weighs 300 lb.  How much will she weigh standing on her 4 feet? 

