CHANGING MATHEMATICS BUSINESS-AS-USUAL

ELEMENTARY

PRESCRIPTIONS

1.  Make quizzes and exams (even if oral) cumulative and frequent; do volunteers' boardwork and Escalante lineup.

2.  DARES (Daily Assorted Review Exercise Set) each day.  This is the mathematics analog of Daily Oral Language).

3.  Chop chapters and courses, and accelerate the curriculum.

4.  Use any/all of the rest of practice structure: gear-shifting, spacing.

5.  Use connections posters.  Use ideas from this web site: 

http://appliedlearningscience.com/connections/connections_frames.htm
6.  Pair desks in a double horseshoe or theater-style.

7.  Patiently re-explain yesterday’s lesson each day, briefly; do the same for the day before and the day before that.

8.  Include work with origami, compass, and child's protractor.

9.  Start interscholastic contests.

10.  Do diagnosis/remediation for self-contained special education.

11.  Supply open-ended problems for take-home challenges (problem-of-the-day, problem-of-the-week). 

12.  Keep self-contained classrooms and traditional (not block) scheduling.  Facilitate teacher communication when classrooms are not self-contained. 

13.  Emphasize geometric shapes and the facts and algorithms of arithmetic.  Calculators should only be used when the memory function is needed (e.g., inventory problems, where products are added successively to a running total) or when the “repeated equals sign” is useful (e.g., compound interest).

