A Christian Calling in Public Education

I have found a Christian calling in education, in some of the way that John Calvin did.  Calvin's involvement was universal reading literacy, so that individuals could read the Bible for themselves and make up their own minds, at least more so than if they couldn't read.  A combining of "Give a man a fish and he eats for a day; teach a man to fish and he eats for a lifetime" with "Naked, and ye clothed me..." leads to education as service, so long as the work is for the Lord's honor and glory and not for the educator's.  

There are other spiritual links.  When people are left by the state to depend on fish handouts, they are prone to depend on the state for other matters, like how to think in general and how to think about faith matters in particular.  Also, the mystique in the USA about mathematics and science being only for genetic freaks, and the popular stereotype that Christians cannot be scientifically curious and still maintain Biblical faith, help lead many literate people to doubt their ability to interpret the Bible without help from the state and popular culture.  

Education in general, and science and mathematics education in particular, leads to academic confidence and curiosity, and to questions that can only be answered through faith.  If we trust the Lord that the Bible is true, we should not fear learning.  We should question interpretation of evidence; such is the heart of scientific investigation.  The fable of the six blind men and the elephant is an important lesson to keep in mind.

The results of scientific investigation in recent years have turned up untold numbers of examples of processes in biology that are hopelessly complex.  Behe (Darwin’s Black Box) explains this as irreducible complexity, and questions the simultaneous Darwinian “evolution” of complicated locks along with keys for opening those locks.  Respiration and photosynthesis are two recognizable processes that strain the credibility of life-by-chance theories.  

Among the complexity is the list of characteristics of planet Earth and its solar system that are needed to sustain life as we know it.  The list, resulting from scientific investigation, includes 

· atmosphere to protect from cosmic radiation

· water


· magnetic field to deflect solar wind to protect atmosphere (Mars has no atmosphere for this reason.)

· light

· temperature, a function of proximity/distance to Sun

· water’s property of floating when frozen

· weather dynamics: water cycle for purification; wind 

· abundance of essential elements: oxygen, hydrogen, nitrogen, carbon, sulfur, iron 

· axial tilt of Earth  

· Earth’s rotation

· Jupiter’s  capture of many invading asteroids/comets

· large moon keeps Earth from tilting over

· continental drift -- ?  Rare Earth by Don Brownlee, astronomer, and Peter Ward, paleontologist, Univ. of Washington at Seattle 

Not everyone agrees that the list above makes for slim chances of life by accident.  A NASA representative recently opined that the chances of life happening spontaneously are relatively good; his cause is funding for space travel to look for evidence of extra-terrestrial life.  Such appears to be the impetus for the interpretation of rock samples found in Antarctica some years back.   

The recent discovery of life by chemosynthesis near warm-water vents in the ocean floor is an example of evidence that is interpreted variously.  The atheist would necessarily say that the chemosynthesis discovery is more proof of evolution; the person of theistic faith has the option of claiming that the same discovery is more proof of divine design.    

The search for proof of the non-existence of God marches on as if such proof was even possible.  How do we know that there is no Santa Claus?  We don’t.  We’d have to look in every nook and cranny in the Universe at once to be able to assert non-existence.  The existence of God is a matter of faith, and the Christian Bible is clear on this.  Faith in no God is a matter of faith as well.  There is no way to scientifically investigate the question.  

All of the above are matters that must be communicated and re-communicated through education, and beyond the mere reading skill that Calvin promoted.  We are continually tempted by our own natures and by the motives of others to drawn conclusions from evidence where none can be drawn.  The struggle for intellectual truth and true faith must be re-embraced always.

